

 



   Summary Report Haiti Trip - November 2016 
 
Haiti’s devastated southern coast after hurricane Matthew.  The losses are so visible. Leaders from the 
south who came to Saintard while we were in Haiti tell stories of the unbelievable devastation with the 
loss of lives, homes, livestock, crops and fishing boats and nets. There is no shade from the hot sun and 
very little shelter from the rains. There is mud and debris everywhere. 
 
A team of 15 volunteers from Toronto and Sault Ste. Marie travelled down to Saintard, Haiti from 
November 15th - 22th. The purpose of the trip was to host a 3 day "Gathering" Children's Conference for 
Children of Hope Haiti's sponsored children who travelled from all over Haiti. We are thankful to have 
been able to help with Hurricane Relief, providing funds, rice and the majority of the supplies that were 
carried down in our bags (children's clothing, sanitary napkins, crocs and medicine). 
 
A trip was made to Leveque (formerly known as the tent city) to visit the community and see some 
additional buildings that have been built. A School for grades 1-6, a Sewing Centre and a Barbershop. 
A sign was erected at the sewing centre "Hans et Helen - Centre De Couture" in honour of Hans and 
Helen Steinke. We had a brief visit at the Deaf School in Leveque at the end of the day where several 
school supplies and French readers for Grades 3-6 were donated. 
 
Another day, we visited a small and vibrant orphanage called "La Limye" 
(The Light) that opened this past January (7 girls  ages 3 mos - 4 yrs). 
Ellen, the young lady of 25 years that runs this orphanage, has a 
promising vision for these children. She is an inspiration to us and many 
people in the village of Guitton. Then we moved onto Cyprus, a small 
housing unit, to pick up some French books that have been stored in one 
of their rooms. Sue and a team built 2 bookcases for the Children's Home 
in Saintard (1 for the girl's & 1 for the boy's dorms) to display these books 
along with other French books we brought to Haiti. 
 
Two other schools, ASCHA (Handicap School) in Port au Prince and the Dauphine School up in the 
mountains, received many awesome school supplies along with French readers for grades 3-6. 
 
"Gathering" Children's Conference                                                                                                                                                                                                  
We had to cut the conference from 3 days to 2 days, to insure that the children would 
arrive home safely the day before the election which was held on Sunday.  The 
majority of the sponsored children along with 7 leaders (chaperones) arrived in 
Saintard except for 4 of our sponsored children.  Including our team and the children 
from the home we hosted approx 115 people. Interviews and pictures were taken of 
our sponsored children. The theme for this conference was "The Amour of God". The 
majority of the children are youth ages 13 and up.  We had 3 groups of youth and one 
younger group ages 3-12 with activities, bible studies, crafts, games and lots of 

singing.  The Haitian children love to sing.  Once again, the younger children 
helped out with muffins for Sunday morning breakfast. One evening a 
comedy movie was shown called "The Shaggy Dog" in French. You could 
hear the children laughing. The Haitian cooks did a wonderful job of treating 
us to some tasty Haitian dishes. On the last evening of the conference the 
Haitian children led our devotion time. What a treat to see 3 young ladies 
from different parts of Haiti come together to sing a song.  Jonathan a young 
man from ASCHA (Handicap home) got up and sang a song. The children 
cheered and cheered for him. We all sang our theme song "Amour of God" and many other songs from 
the past with joy and excitement.  
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Some of the comments shared with us at the end of the conference.  "Thank you for leaving your country 
and coming to Haiti with a program to advance their thinking and their studies". "Thank you for the fun 
crafts". Many thank you(s) came from those who had computer lessons.  "Each one of them is 
acknowledged." Comment from Jonathan (ASCHA) " More people in Haiti should think about special 
needs.  Here at the conference everyone accepts each other and are friendly and helpful". 
 
Laptops and Computer Lessons a huge success 
We cannot say enough about this part of the conference.  There were 6 
sessions, 2 hours each of computer instructions. The youth in Grades 9 
and up were invited to take part in these classes. After each session the 
youth asked if they could continue on with more instruction.  There is a 
hunger there to learn more about the world's computer technology. Our 
sponsored children in grades 12 and 13 were given a laptop to take home.  
An additional 2 laptops were given to the school in Gonaives.   
 
Additional Activities 

 Each of the sponsored children were given a bag that contained a small bag of rice, a French 
novel (for their individual grade reading level) and the Family Pack with various items that we find 
in our medicine cabinets here at home. i.e. (Children's Vitamins donated from Finch-Leslie 
Pharmacy), Adult vitamins, Tylenol child, Advil infant, Ibuprofen, bandages, Polysporin ointment, 
(toothbrushes & paste from Torbram Dental), (shampoo, soap, creams from Dr. Hem Jain a 
dermatologist) Tums and a facecloth. 

 Additional donated medication was sent down south for Hurricane Relief and some given to the 
hospital in Saintard. 

 $2,000 was provided for the education funds for the Children Home in Saintard. 

 Erickson received funds for his 2nd semester of Internship (family doctor) graduating in Oct 2017. 

 Funds provided for the 2 young ladies studying nursing under the Jeff Compas Scholarship. 

 $1000 to help children in the community of Saintard with their education fees. 

 15 laptops were carried down thanks to several donors. 

 Monthly sponsorship program for last quarter of 2016 was provided along with education funds 
for additional 4 students (2 have graduated in June 2016) 

 Many, many pairs of Crocs were given to the Hurricane Relief areas in the south of Haiti. 

 Hurricane Relief and Rice funds were provided for the families effected by Hurricane Matthew. 

 Many thanks to M.A. Williams for organizing & collecting of the much needed school supplies. 

 ASCHA received 5 bags of rice and Pastor Jean Marie of Saintard was given 6 bags of rice. 

 Wifi/Internet funds were provided to 2 schools (Pont Sonde & Gonaives) and the Children's Home 
in Saintard for the months of Jan - June 2017. 

 $500 for Micro Business. 
 
Our team is very thankful that we had the opportunity to participate in activities with the children under our 
program. Your prayers and very generous financial support made it all possible.  It was a heartening, 
humbling and joyful time of our collective efforts to bring hope and joy to the children in Haiti. 
 
With Sincere Thanks and Many Blessings, 

 
 
 
Karen Goodyear 
COHH Canadian Coordinator 
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