

 

Summary Report Haiti Trip - November 2017 
 
We are happy to report that Haiti received no damage from the horrific hurricanes that passed 
through the Caribbean this year. The southern coast of Haiti continues to rebuild homes, schools, 
churches and work the soil to plant much needed produce after hurricane Matthew that passed 
through that region in 2016. 
 
This year there was a team of 6 that travelled down to Saintard, Haiti  
from Nov 15th - 22nd. Our primary focus this year was computer 
training and some introductory ESL lessons using MP3 players. The 
MP3's are a pilot project to see if this is beneficial to help more 
students. Eighteen laptops were securely packed to be given to some 
of our students and computer labs.  To date, 60 laptops have been 
distributed in Haiti within the past 3 years. A new computer lab was 
set up in the village of Tomas.   A computer instructor has been hired 
to give computer lessons for 1 hour a week at both locations Tomas and the Saintard home. The 
goal is to teach 6 students, Windows, Word and Excel in a designated time frame and then start with 

a new group. We had review trips to our 2 previous computer lab 
locations Ponte Sonde and Gonaives. Lorraine provided basic 
computer lessons at Tomas and more advanced lessons at the 
Saintard Home and in Gonaives where the students have had previous 
training.  Durrell who has experience in IT was an excellent consultant 
on what can be done at various locations and what cannot be done. He 
was able to look at the existing laptops and either update or re-program 
the laptops and access the equipment that was set up in each lab. The 
computer program is moving forward in a positive and exciting way and 

we look forward to what will be on the horizon as future labs come into being. 
 
We had a very active and fun loving team that participated in lots of 
games, crafts, songs, movies, introducing of the a ESL program and 
love and hugs and good food to be shared with our Haitian friends and 
family. The team prepared meals and snacks for the kids.  The apples 
and Shepherd's Pie were a huge success. The kids (young and old) are 
like sponges and stepped right into any and all activities.  We had the 

privilege this year of having 18 
children from another small orphanage (in terms of size of the 
house and a very small yard) located down the road from us come 
and spend an afternoon with all of us.  This was an outing for them 
as they very seldom leave their home except to go to a small 
school and church located very close to the home. We were able 
to give them a few bags of rice, some school supplies and a Family 
Medical Pack. Moments like that, I wish we had more to give them.  

 
We are very thankful for the many school supplies that we received this 
year.  What a blessing for all of our schools.  The Leveque School (tent 
city) was very pleased to receive the supplies and the early French 
readers for Grades 1-3.  Funds were sent down earlier this year to provide 
each child with their school uniform.  Owning a uniform in Haiti provides a 
sense of pride and a feeling of belonging. 



While in Gonaives, we had the opportunity of visiting with some of our sponsored children. Were 
pleased to report that two young girls were accepted into "Education Only" program to receive funds 
(both are primary students).  What a pleasure it was to spend some time with Dr. Erickson Cyrius 
our young man who graduated from a 5 year Medical school in November.  He was very thankful to 
all from COHH who helped him with his school expenses and extremely proud to show us his 
Medical Certificate and pictures. 
 
This trip was a good opportunity to visit a Professional School (CUPS), in order to obtain information 
for our Jeff Compas Scholarship program. We learned about the courses that are being offered, their 
tuition fees and the length of the programs. We were also able to obtain a better understanding of 
curriculum and equipment that is being used to run a computer lab at a Professional School and 
High School level. 
 
Additional Activities 

 Monthly sponsorship program for last quarter of 2017 was provided along with education 
funds for 6 students 

 18 laptops provided for the new lab, additional ones for existing lab, our students that are in 
the last 2 years of high school and our two new Jeff Compas Scholarship students attending 
university plus another student who is in professional school. 

 Tuition funds for the 4 students in PAP under the Jeff Compas Scholarship, the student in 
professional school in Gonaives. 

 16 Goats for 16 deserving families. 

 $1,500 was provided for the education funds for the Children's Home in Saintard for 2017-
2018. 

 Rice was packed into individual bags and given out to families.  

 We provided many school supplies and uniforms (thank you to Erin Mills United Church). 

 Wifi/Internet funds were provided to our 3 locations; Gonaives, Pont Sonde & the Children's 
Home in Saintard, for Jan - June 2018. 

 2 Computer teachers were hired; one for Pont Sonde and the other for Tomas & Children's 
Home. 

 Family Medical kits were handed out to families that do not 
have access to a drug store for over-the-counter meds and 
supplies.  

 
 
Your prayers and generous financial support made our program a 
success.  It was a heartening, humbling and joyful time of our 
collective efforts to bring hope and joy to the children and youth in 
Haiti. 
 
With Sincere Thanks and Many Blessings, 
 
 
 
Karen Goodyear 
COHH Canadian Coordinator 
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